Polyneuropathy following intra-muscular sodium aurothiomalate for rheumatoid arthritis--a case report.
A patient with rheumatoid arthritis developed rapid onset of peripheral neuropathy whilst on treatment with intra-muscular (IM) gold (Sodium Aurothiomalate). At the time of admission, the arthritis was relatively quiescent. Electromyogram showed evidence of sensorimotor polyneuropathy. Investigations excluded other causes of polyneuropathy. Sural nerve biopsy did not reveal inflammation or vasculitis. The patient's condition improved after cessation of gold therapy. Gold induced neuropathy should be considered in a patient with rheumatoid arthritis who presents with polyneuropathy while on gold therapy.